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AM: What are Roots of Peace’s activities?

HK: Roots of Peace has pioneered a
farmer-focused development model
that revitalizes farmland, food
security, livelihoods and resilience
after devastating conflicts. For over
26 years, we have shown more than
one million people in war-torn
regions worldwide a way forward for
restoring peace through agriculture.

We support rural farmers affected
by conflict as they transform their
farmland through regenerative
agriculture, promoting food security
and climate-smart agriculture in their
homelands and creating high-value
export markets.

Our DEMINE-REPLANT-
REBUILD model seeks to transform
battlefields into thriving farmlands
and empower local communities to
self-reliance. Working hand in hand
with farmers, governments and
global partners, we endeavor to turn
conflict-ridden lands into vineyards
and orchards, replacing remnants of
war with the roots of peace.

AM: In what geagraphic areas is it active?

HK: Since 1997, Roots of Peace’s work
has impacted millions of farmers and
families in Afghanistan, Angola,
Bosnia—Herzegovina, Cambodia,
Croatia, Iraq, Israel, the West Bank
and Vietnam. We have facilitated

the removal of unexploded
landmines /UXO and restored land to
agricultural use, planting over seven
million fruit trees.

As the U.S. faces a border crisis,
we address the root cause of
out-migration by providing
agricultural jobs in Guatemala.
Working with indigenous farmers in
the Western Highlands, we create
economic opportunities through our
Demonstration Plots Program,
introducing shade crops that increase
family income by at least threefold,
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providing dignified livelihoods and
reducing the need for migration.
Roots of Peace is expanding to
Ukraine, where 30% of the land is
now contaminated with landmines,
Once the landmines are safely
removed by our partners Mines
Advisory Group (MAG) and
TetraTech, we plan to implement our
SMART-Dev program in Mykoliav, a
former grape-growing region near
Odessa, partnering with local
vineyards to restore their wine
industry. Our work has begun with
the support of Grgich Hills Estate in
Napa Valley and the Rotary Club of
Odessa as we share our knowledge
with communities, supporting them
in creating and managing their
market-driven solutions.

AM: How is it organized and staffed?

HK: Roots of Peace is a humanitarian
non-profit organization
headquartered in San Rafael, CA. We
currently employ over 300 Afghan
farmers cultivating a “Harvest of
Hope” in Afghanistan, a country
heavily dependent on agriculture for
jobs yet facing 97% unemployment.
Since 2002, Roots of Peace has man-
aged over $200 million in grants from
various organizations, including the
U.S. Department of State, USAID,
UNDP, ADB, EU and the World Bank.

AM: How was it founded?

HK: In September 1997, Roots of Peace
was founded with the vision of
turning “MINES TO VINES"—
replacing minefields with vineyards
and orchards worldwide. Inspired by
the work of the late Princess Diana, |

started this humanitarian NGO from
my home’s basement, gaining
support from legendary Napa Valley
vintners such as Robert Mondavi,
Miljenko Grigch and Diane Disney
Miller, who empathized with
farmers in war-torn lands. Qur
mission began with removing
landmines as a crucial step towards
global food security. Over the past 15
years, Roots of Peace has expanded to
more than 35 agricultural supply
chains, building a track record of
trust in conflict regions where other
NGOs could not operate.

AM: Why should agribusiness get
involved with Roots of Peace?

HK: This presents a business
opportunity for American companies
to supply proper seeds, rootstock and
tools necessary for a fruitful harvest.
Tractors are needed to roll out on
former minefields as we expand our
Roots of Peace Corps with young
agricultural leaders who can
implement regenerative agriculture
with corporate support. Roots of
Peace is ripe for Corporate Social
Responsibility investment, as the ROI
is peace through agriculture in
war-torn lands.

AM: Anything else you’d like
agri-marketers to know?

HK: I am honored to be the 2023
Laureate of the World Food Prize and
the Mother Teresa Award for Social
Justice. However, these are not
merely awards to be displayed; they
serve as a platform for finding
diplomatic, creative and workable
solutions to benefit men and women
who need sustainable solutions.

By turning ‘Mines to Vines’ we
are turning Swords to Plowshares—
so desperately needed in our world,
and respected by Christians, Jews
and Muslims alike:

“And, they shall beat their swords
into plowshares;

And their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation shall not lift up sword against
nation;

Neither shall they learn war
anymore.” —Isaiah 2:4-5 AM



